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Environmental Professionals

SDAEP President’s Message

Hello everyone! It’s winter in South Dakota, but good news is the groundhog saw his shadow! So spring is right
around the corner, right?

Our 8 Hr OSHA refresher are in full swing! We had 59 attendees for our Sioux Falls courses on February 27 & 28!
If you haven’t already registered, we have 3 course dates remaining. Please visit our website for course infor-

mation. www.sdaep.org/educationtraining

e Lead: Sanford Education & Outreach Center—March 12, 2020
e Rapid City: Ellsworth Airforce Base—March 13, 2020
e Pierre: Ramkota Hotel—Tuesday, March 17, 2020

The SDAEP Annual Membership Meeting will be held at the Ramkota Hotel on March 17, 2020, following the 8
Hr Refresher class. Our guest speaker will be Brett Steers, SD DENR Surface Water Program. He will talk about
the issues and lessons learned from storm water discharge during the flooding in 2019. We will also have a fun
Scholarship Fundraiser before, during, and after the meeting! We’ve got some great prizes that you can win!

LAST CALL for the 32nd Annual Environmental and Groundwater Quality Conference. There is a terrific lineup
of speakers with topics ranging from PFAS, mining, environmental biology, groundwater remediation, GIS analy-
sis, groundwater modeling and much more! Thanks to the generous sponsors and exhibitors, there will be breaks
with food and coffee and a dinner social. If you haven’t registered, please email Lori Snyder
(lori.snyder@state.sd.us) with your registration information to get an accurate head count for food.

ADVERTISE in our Enviro-News Newsletters to help support the youth of South Dakota! ALL proceeds from the
advertising will go towards the scholarship awards! A copy of the advertising flyer can be found in this newsletter.
We will also be doing some fundraising during the SDAEP Annual meeting. Be sure to bring your cash for oppor-
tunities to win great prizes!

As always, please be sure to check your email and our website for updates and information!

Gary Haag, SDAEP President, 2018-2020

“

‘—
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SOUTH DAKOTA ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

|
i The Environmental and Ground Water Quality Conference was started by the South Dakota Department

32nd ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTAL & GROUND WATER QUALITY
CONFERENCE

When: March 17, 2020 - 8-Hour OSHA Refresher & SDAEP Annual Meeting
March 18-19, 2020 - Environmental & Ground Water Quality Conference

Where: Ramkota Hotel - Pierre, South Dakota

j of Environment and Natural Resources in 1989 as a means to periodically inform environmental

| consultants working in the state of any updates to the regulations. While the conference still performs
| this function it has expanded to include professional talks covering the environmental topics of the day
| and the latest technologies in assessing and remediating soil and ground water contaminated with

| agricultural chemicals, petroleum products, and other chemicals.

CONFERNCE HIGHLIGHTS

¢ No Conference Registration Fee
e FREE Contact Hours

e OSHA 8-Hour Refresher

e SDAEP Annual Meeting

e Evening Social Events

¢ Interesting topics

o Excellent Presentations

e Door Prizes

For more information or Conference
Registration, please contact:

Georgina Smith, Conference Coordinator
SD DENR

523 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre SD 57501
605.773.3296
georgina.smith@state.sd.us

For more information on the 8 Hr OSHA
Refresher, please contact:

SD Association of Environmental Professionals
P.O. Box 88854

Sioux Falls, SD 57109

605.216.3256

sdaep@yahoo.com
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SDAEP Annual Meeting

|
I I
I |
I The SDAEP will host their Annual Membership Meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2020. The meeting I
I will be held at the Ramkota Hotel in Gallery Rooms D & E. It will start at 6:30 pm with a business |
I meeting followed by our guest speaker at 7:30 pm. This year, our guest speaker will be Brett Steers I
| from the SD DENR Surface Water Program. Brett will talk about Storm Water Discharge Permits, |
| Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans and the lessons learned from the flooding in 2019. I
I |
I I
I I
I |
I I

Food and refreshments will be provided. ALL ARE WELCOME!

The SDAEP will also have a fundraiser game to raise money for the Scholarship Program. Bring
money for your chance to win fun prizes!

SDAEP ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA

March 17, 2020 - 6:30 pm CST
Ramkota Hotel, 920 West Sioux Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota
Galleries D&E

6:30—7:15 PM - Welcome by SDAEP President Gary Haag
Introduce Board Members
- Treasurer’s Report — Linda Watts, SDAEP Treasurer
- 2020 Sponsorships:
Environmental & Groundwater Quality Conference
- Review of 8 Hr Refresher Classes
- Newsletter/Membership/Website Report — Melissa Fahy
- Groundwater Conference - Comments/Discussion
- 2020 Scholarship Awards
Fundraisers for future Scholarship Awards
- Other Business

- Adjourn Business Meeting

7:30 — 8:30 pm Guest Speaker: Response to 2019 Flooding on Landfill Leachate Discharges:
Brett Steers, South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Pierre, SD

NOTE: One contact hour will be awarded for those attending the guest speaker presentation.
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NEWS FROM EPA and REGION 8

EPA Announces $2.7 Billion for Infrastructure to Protect Surface Waters and
Drinking Water

02/12/2020

WASHINGTON D.C. — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the availability of $2.7 billion
for State Revolving Funds (SRFs). This funding assists states, tribes and territories with infrastructure projects that
help protect surface water and provide safe drinking water to communities across the United States.

“EPA’s decades-long commitment to water infrastructure has helped provide $180 billion in project financing to over
41,000 water quality infrastructure projects and 15,000 drinking water projects across the country,” said EPA Admin-
istrator Andrew Wheeler. “In the past three years, the Trump Administration has accelerated EPA’s investment in
infrastructure projects that modernize our nation’s water infrastructure and improve public health and the environ-
ment.”

In 2020, EPA is providing approximately $1.6 billion in new federal grant funding for the Clean Water State Revolv-
ing Fund (CWSRF). This funding is available for a wide range of water infrastructure projects, including modernizing
aging wastewater infrastructure, implementing water reuse and recycling and addressing stormwater. More than
$64 million in CWSRF grant funding is available to tribes, certain U.S. territories and the District of Columbia for
infrastructure projects.

EPA is also making available more than $1.07 billion in new federal grant funding for the Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund (DWSRF). This funding can be used for loans that help drinking water systems install treatment for
contaminants, improve distribution systems by removing lead service lines and improve system resiliency to natural
disasters such as floods. In addition, more than $50 million in DWSRF grant funding is available to tribes, U.S. terri-
tories and the District of Columbia to use for drinking water system upgrades.

This action supports EPA’s 50th anniversary celebration and its February theme of protecting America’s waters—
including surface water protection, safe drinking water and water infrastructure investments.

For more information, visit https:/www.epa.gov/dwsrf and https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf.

EPA and USDA Announce Continued Commitment to Support Rural Water Systems
02/20/2020

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced a Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) that will help rural water systems face the challenges of ag-
ing infrastructure, workforce shortages, increasing costs, limited management capacity and declining rate bases.
Through this MOA, EPA and USDA will conduct joint activities to help rural water systems continue to provide ac-
cess to safe drinking water and protect their water resources.

“Rural water systems play a key role in the lives of all Americans,” said EPA Assistant Administrator for the Office of
Water David Ross. “Investing resources in rural system infrastructure and management supports EPA’s goal of en-
suring that rural communities have the infrastructure necessary to become sustainable, protect public health and
support the rural economy.”

“We are pleased to continue this important work with EPA to support rural water and waste infrastructure,” said
USDA Rural Utilities Service Administrator Chad Rupe."Under the leadership of President Trump and Agriculture
Secretary Perdue, USDA is committed to working collaboratively with our federal partners to help rural systems
thrive and serve their communities because when rural America thrives, all of America thrives.”


https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf
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EPA and USDA Announce Continued Commitment to Support Rural Water Systems (cont.)

To ensure that rural systems have a strong foundation to address 21st century challenges, this MOA formalizes ongo-
ing collaboration by EPA and USDA to help implement innovative strategies and tools so that these systems can
achieve short- and long-term sustainability. This MOA focuses on four key areas. First, EPA and USDA will continue
supporting sustainability and resilience by providing resources such as training and education to incorporate these
strategies into utility management. Second, the agencies will continue supporting water system partnerships, includ-
ing by educating communities and utilities on the array of tools that are available to support partnerships that can
increase sustainability. Third, actions under the MOA will also continue supporting the water sector workforce, in
part by continuing to raise awareness of rural water sector careers through promotional initiatives. Finally, EPA and
USDA will also continue supporting compliance with drinking water and clean water regulations, including by mak-
ing these rural systems a funding priority.

This action supports EPA’s 50th anniversary celebration and its February theme of protecting America’s waters—
including surface water protection, safe drinking water and water infrastructure investments.

For more information visit: www.epa.gov/safewater.

The Navigable Waters Protection Rule

https://www.epa.govnwpr/navigable-waters-protection-rule-step-two-revise

On January 23, 2020, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of the Army (Army) fi-
nalized the Navigable Waters Protection Rule to define “Waters of the United States” and thereby establish federal
regulatory authority under the Clean Water Act. For the first time, the agencies are streamlining the definition so
that it includes four simple categories of jurisdictional waters, provides clear exclusions for many water features that
traditionally have not been regulated, and defines terms in the regulatory text that have never been defined before.
Congress, in the Clean Water Act, explicitly directed the Agencies to protect “navigable waters.” The Navigable Wa-
ters Protection Rule regulates these waters and the core tributary systems that provide perennial or intermittent
flow into them.

Under the final “Step 2” rule, four clear categories of waters are federally regulated:
e The territorial seas and traditional navigable waters,

e Perennial and intermittent tributaries to those waters,

e (Certain lakes, ponds, and impoundments, and

e Wetlands adjacent to jurisdictional waters.

The final rule also details 12 categories of exclusions, features that are not “waters of the United States,” such as fea-
tures that only contain water in direct response to rainfall (e.g., ephemeral features); groundwater; many ditches;
prior converted cropland; and waste treatment systems.

The final rule clarifies key elements related to the scope of federal Clean Water Act jurisdiction, including:

o Providing clarity and consistency by removing the proposed separate categories for jurisdictional ditches and im-
poundments.

o Refining the proposed definition of “typical year,” which provides important regional and temporal flexibility and
ensures jurisdiction is being accurately determined in times that are not too wet and not too dry.

e Defining “adjacent wetlands” as wetlands that are meaningfully connected to other jurisdictional waters, for ex-
ample, by directly abutting or having regular surface water communication with jurisdictional waters.

The Navigable Waters Protection Rule is the second step in a two-step process to review and revise the definition of
“waters of the United States” consistent with the February 2017 Presidential Executive Order entitled “Restoring the
Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing the ‘Waters of the United States.” This final rule will
become effective 60 days after publication in the Federal Register and will replace the Step One Rule published in
October, 2019.


https://www.epa.gov/nwpr/navigable-waters-protection-rule-step-two-revise
http://www.epa.gov/safewater
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EPA at 50: EPA Celebrates Progress in Protecting America’s Waters
02/03/2020

WASHINGTON, D.C. — As part of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA) 50th anniversary commemoration, the agency is kicking off a month-long
look at progress in protecting America’s waters. This month the agency will
highlight its efforts related to protecting America’s waters, including clean wa-
ter infrastructure, safe drinking water, surface water protection, and emerging
challenges.

at
“In honor of EPA’s 50th anniversary, it is important to take a moment to reflect
on the progress we have made in protecting our nation’s waters to help support
our health, our environment and our economy,” said EPA Assistant Administra-
Progress for a Sn-onger Future tor fOI' Water Dave Ross. “This Wgek, we are hlghhghtlng the agency’s invest-
ment in water infrastructure projects that provide current and future genera-
tions with a healthier environment and stronger economy.”

Since EPA was established in 1970, the agency has worked with its state, local, tribal, and water sector partners to
make notable investments in the nation's drinking water and wastewater infrastructure. For example, since 1988,
EPA has contributed $45 billion to Clean Water State Revolving Funds, which have provided more than $138 billion
in financial assistance through 41,000 low-cost loans for wastewater and stormwater infrastructure projects. Similar-
ly, since 1997, EPA has contributed $21 billion to Drinking Water State Revolving Funds, which have provided more
than $41 billion in financial assistance to over 15,000 drinking water projects across the country.

Recently, EPA has continued delivering infrastructure investment through new programs, such as its Water Infra-
structure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan program. EPA has issued 14 WIFIA loans since 2017, ranging
from $21 million to $699 million. Collectively, these loans total more than $3.5 billion in credit assistance to help fi-
nance more than $8 billion for water infrastructure projects while creating more than 15,000 jobs. Because the WIFIA
program offers loans with low interest rates, these 14 WIFIA loans are anticipated to save borrowers up to $1.2 bil-
lion compared to typical bond financing.

EPA has also supported infrastructure financing to meet specific needs across the country. For example, since 2012,
EPA and its federal partners have provided more than 61,000 American Indian and Alaska Native homes with access
safe drinking water and almost 48,000 homes to access to basic sanitation.

The agency is committed to continued water infrastructure investment to ensure that our country has the infrastruc-
ture needed to support a clean environment, healthy Americans, and a vibrant economy.

Background:

About the State Revolving Funds: Under the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) pro-
grams, EPA provides funding to all 50 states and Puerto Rico to capitalize SRF loan programs. The states and Puerto
Rico contribute an additional 20 percent to match the federal grants. The 51 SRF programs function like infrastruc-
ture banks by providing low-interest loans to eligible recipients for drinking water and clean water infrastructure
projects. As the loan principal and interest are repaid over time, it allows the state’s DWSRF or CWSRF to be recy-
cled or “revolve.” As money is returned to the state’s revolving loan fund, the state makes new loans to other eligible
recipients. To learn more about the State Revolving Funds, vis-

it https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf and https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf.

For more on EPA’s 50th Anniversary and how the agency is protecting America’s waters, please visit:
https://www.epa.gov/50.



https://www.epa.gov/50
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WORLD ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) vaccine development
Date: February 26, 2020
Source: Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/02/200226091227.htm

A team of scientists at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) has recently made an im-
portant discovery in identifying a set of potential vaccine targets for the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, providing crucial
leads for guiding experimental efforts towards the vaccine development against the novel pneumonia (COVID-19)
caused by the virus.

Like SARS-CoV, which caused the SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) outbreak in 2003, SARS-CoV-2 be-
longs to the same Betacoronavirus genus. By considering the genetic similarity between SARS-CoV-2 and SARS-CoV,
the team leveraged experimentally-determined immunological data to identify a set of SARS-CoV- derived B cell and
T cell epitopes that exactly match to SARS-CoV-2. Epitopes are biomarkers recognized by the immune system to trig-
ger actions against the virus. As no mutation has been observed in the identified epitopes among the available SARS-
CoV-2 genetic sequences, immune targeting of these epitopes may potentially offer protection against the novel pneu-
monia COVID-19.

The team, led by data scientists Prof. Matthew McKay and Dr. Ahmed Abdul Quadeer, expected that their work can
assist in guiding experimental research towards the development of effective vaccines against SARS- CoV-2.

Prof. McKay highlighted that "Despite similarities between SARS-CoV and SARS-CoV-2, there is genetic variation
between the two, and it is not obvious if epitopes that elicit an immune response against SARS-CoV will likely be ef-
fective against SARS-CoV-2. We found that only roughly 20% of the SARS-CoV epitopes map identically to SARS-
CoV-2, and believe these are promising candidates."

"For the identified T cell epitopes, we also performed a population coverage analysis and determined a set of epitopes
that is estimated to provide broad coverage globally as well as in China" said Dr. Quadeer. The estimated population
coverage represents the percentage of individuals within the selected population that are likely to elicit an immune
response to at least one epitope from the identified set.

Prof. McKay is a Professor in the Departments of Electronic & Computer Engineering and Chemical & Biological En-
gineering; Dr. Quadeer is a post-doctoral fellow in the Department of Electronic & Computer Engineering. Their find-
ings were recently published in the scientific journal Viruses this month.

"Our objective was to try to assist with the initial phase of vaccine development, by providing recommendations of
specific epitopes that may potentially be considered for incorporation in vaccine designs" Prof. McKay added. "More
generally, our work is part of a global effort seeking to capitalize on data for COVID-19, made available and rapidly
shared by the scientific community, to understand this new virus and come up with effective interventions."

The beginning of 2020 has seen the emergence of SARS-CoV-2 outbreak in mainland China, which has quickly spread
to over 30 countries around the world, infecting over 80,000 people and causing over 2,600 deaths as of late February
2020.

WRATS WITA THE
MASKS ¢! Do we

WORSE! SOMEONE
CookeDd FISH IN

RAVE A i
CORDNAVIRLS _ THE MICROWAVE..

PAT\ENTT _

-

Cover Wash Stay home Get
your cough. your hands. whensick. vaccinated.



https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/02/200226091227.htm

ENVIRO-NEWS PAGE 8

How earthquakes deform gravity: New algorithm raises hope for innovative earth-
quake early warning systems

Date: February 21, 2020
Source: GFZ GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam, Helmholtz Centre

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/02/200221102118.htm

Lightning -- one, two, three -- and thunder. For centuries, people have estimated the distance of a thunderstorm from
the time between lightning and thunder. The greater the time gap between the two signals, the further away the ob-
server is from the location of the lightning. This is because lightning propagates at the speed of light with almost no
time delay, while thunder propagates at the much slower speed of sound of around 340 metres per second.

Earthquakes also send out signals that propagate at the speed of light (300,000 kilometers per second) and can be
recorded long before the relatively slow seismic waves (about 8 kilometers per second). However, the signals that trav-
el at the speed of light are not lightning bolts, but sudden changes in gravity caused by a shift in the earth's internal
mass. Only recently, these so-called PEGS signals (PEGS = Prompt elasto-gravity signals) were detected by seismic
measurements. With the help of these signals, it might be possible to detect an earthquake very early before the arri-
val of the destructive earthquake or tsunami waves.

However, the gravitational effect of this phenomenon is very small. It amounts to less than one billionth of the earth's
gravity. Therefore, PEGS signals could only be recorded for the strongest earthquakes. In addition, the process of
their generation is complex: they are not only generated directly at the source of the earthquake, but also continuous-
ly as the earthquake waves propagate through the earth's interior.

Until now, there has been no direct and exact method to reliably simulate the generation of PEGS signals in the com-
puter. The algorithm now proposed by the GFZ researchers around Rongjiang Wang can calculate PEGS signals with
high accuracy and without much effort for the first time. The researchers were also able to show that the signals allow
conclusions to be drawn about the strength, duration and mechanism of very large earthquakes. The study was pub-
lished in the journal Earth and Planetary Science Letters.

An earthquake shifts the rock slabs in the earth's interior abruptly, and thus changes the mass distribution in the
earth. In strong earthquakes, this displacement can amount to several meters. "Since the gravity that can be meas-
ured locally depends on the mass distribution in the vicinity of the measuring point, every earthquake generates a
small but immediate change in gravity," says Rongjiang Wang, scientific coordinator of the new study.

However, every earthquake also generates waves in the earth itself, which in turn change the density of the rocks and
thus the gravitation a little bit for a short time -- the earth's gravity oscillates to some extent in sync with the earth-
quake. Furthermore, this oscillating gravity produces a short-term force effect on the rock, which in turn triggers sec-
ondary seismic waves. Some of these gravitationally triggered secondary seismic waves can be observed even before
the arrival of the primary seismic waves.

"We faced the problem of integrating these multiple interactions to make more accurate estimates and predictions
about the strength of the signals," says Torsten Dahm, head of the section Physics of Earthquakes and Volcanoes at
GFZ. "Rongjiang Wang had the ingenious idea of adapting an algorithm we had developed earlier to the PEGS prob-
lem -- and succeeded."

"We first applied our new algorithm to the Tohoku quake off Japan in 2011, which was also the cause of the Fukushi-
ma tsunami," says Sebastian Heimann, program developer and data analyst at GFZ. "There, measurements on the
strength of the PEGS signal were already available. The consistency was perfect. This gave us certainty for the pre-
diction of other earthquakes and the potential of the signals for new applications."

In the future, by evaluating the changes in gravity many hundreds of kilometres away from the epicentre of an earth-
quake off the coast, this method could be used to determine, even during the earthquake itself, whether a strong
earthquake is involved that could trigger a tsunami, according to the researchers. "However, there is still a long way
to go," says Rongjiang Wang. "Today's measuring instruments are not yet sensitive enough, and the environmentally
induced interference signals are too great for the PEGS signals to be directly integrated into a functioning tsunami
early warning system."


https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/02/200221102118.htm
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HEALTH & SAFETY NEWS

OSHA celebrates 50th anniversary of OSH Act
February 17, 2020

https://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/19449-osha-celebrates-50th-anniversary-of-osh-act

Washington D.C.— To mark the 50th anniversary of the Occupational
ﬂ Safety and Health Act of 1970, OSHA has launched a webpage highlighting
the agency’s work over the decades: https:/www.osha.gov/osha50/

On Dec. 29, 1970, President Richard Nixon signed the legislation and paved
the way for OSHA’s creation. In that time, workplace fatalities have
decreased to about 14 a day in 2018 from around 38 a day in 1970, and the
annual injury and illness rate among private-industry employees declined
= t0 2.8 per 100 workers in 2018 from 10.9 in 1972.

In its first half century, OSHA has helped transform America's workplaces in ways that have significantly
reduced workplace fatalities, injuries, and illnesses. Learn more about the agency's five decades of progress
and its efforts to continue fulfilling the promise of the Occupational Safety and Health Act.

1970s: Established by the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, OSHA opens its doors on April 28,
1971. During its initial decade, OSHA issued the first standards for asbestos, lead, carcinogens, and cotton
dust. The OSHA Training Institute, safety and health training grants, the On-Site Consultation Program,

State Plans, and whistleblower protections for workplace safety are also established.

1980s: In a landmark decision, the U.S. Supreme Court affirms that workers have the right to refuse unsafe
tasks. OSHA issues standards to give workers the right to know which chemicals they may be exposed to and
require employers to provide worker medical and exposure records. The 1980s also see the creation of the
Voluntary Protection Programs, new standards on safety testing and certification of workplace equipment,
and important worker protections for combustible grain dust, trenching, noise, and hazardous energy.

1990s: OSHA issues the Process Safety Management standard and provides new and stronger protections for
workers from falls, bloodborne pathogens, toxic substances, and working in confined spaces, longshoring and
marine terminals, and laboratories. Workers begin to receive safety and health training through the first
OSHA Education Centers, and the agency expands collaboration with employers through its Strategic Partner-
ship Program.

2000s: Dedicated OSHA staff worked beside their federal, state, and local partners to protect the safety and
health of the recovery workers after the unprecedented challenges America's workers faced following the 9/11
terrorist attacks and Hurricane Katrina. Workplace safety continues to improve through new standards to
protect construction workers in steel erection and prevent exposure to hexavalent chromium.

2010s: OSHA helps protect workers performing response and cleanup activities in the aftermath of the
catastrophic Deepwater Horizon explosion and oil spill from hazards such as inhaling dangerous levels of
chemicals. The agency issues standards for silica dust, cranes, confined spaces, and the classification and
labeling of work-related chemicals. To address the number one cause of worker fatalities in the construction
industry, OSHA launches the fall prevention campaign.

Moving Forward: So much has been accomplished in the 50 years since OSHA was created. Workplace
fatalities have reduced dramatically and the worker injury rate has also decreased significantly. Even with
these dramatic improvements to workplace safety over the last five decades, OSHA's mission is as important
as ever. Please join OSHA in making a renewed commitment to keeping workers safe and healthy - it's every
worker's right.



https://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/19449-osha-celebrates-50th-anniversary-of-osh-act
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Coronavirus outbreak: Union leaders offer resources for frontline workers, push
for federal guidance

February 19, 2020

https://www.safetyvandhealthmagazine.com/articles/19472-coronavirus-outbreak-union-leaders-offer-resources-
for-frontline-workers-push-for-federal-guidance

Washington D.C.— Representatives from two labor unions are bringing attention to resources intended to pro-
tect workers in “frontline industries” from exposure to the new coronavirus and are calling on the federal govern-
ment to provide coordinated guidance.

During a Feb. 4 telephone press conference, Randi Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teach-
ers, discussed her organization’s webpage that addresses the coronavirus outbreak. It includes an overview of
the deadly respiratory illness that reportedly has been linked to a large seafood and animal market in Wuhan,
China. As of Feb. 14, 15 people in the United States had tested positive for the virus, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

The webpage also features a list of symptoms, which include fever, cough and shortness of breath; information
for health care professionals and their employers; recommended protections for health care workers; and infor-
mation for educators and travelers.

“We need to take this public health emergency seriously,” Weingarten said. “We need to make sure people have
the information they need to provide a safe and, hopefully, healthy environment for themselves and their fami-
lies.”

Sara Nelson, international president of the Association of Flight Attendants-CWA, AFL-CIO, said communicable
disease incidence response checklists and answers to frequently asked questions are available at
afacwa.org/coronavirus. Nelson urged the departments of Transportation, Health and Human Services, Educa-
tion, and Labor — along with the Federal Emergency Management Agency and CDC — to work together “to coor-
dinate delivery of recommendations, guidance and materials to public and private [organizations], issuing uni-
form guidance across relevant industries that ensure consistent standards of caution.

“In aviation, each carrier is currently determining individual policies regarding travel,” Nelson continued. “It is
really much more helpful if [DOT] is issuing consistent guidelines for these carriers. They need to distribute the
necessary materials and supplies to all of the stakeholders. For example, ensuring workers are equipped with
enough masks and gloves, sanitation supplies, and the universal precautions we have listed on our checklist.”

Also speaking during the news conference were Michelle Thoman, a registered nurse at the University of Cincin-
nati Medical Center and member of the Ohio Nurses Association’s board of directors, and Jacqueline Moline, vice
president of occupational medicine, epidemiology and prevention at Northwell Health in New York.

Moline pointed out that people who have contracted the new coronavirus may be contagious while being asymp-
tomatic.

“There can be a false sense of security that they aren’t contagious when they do not have a fever,” she said, add-
ing that the virus does not appear to spread through “casual contact” and it “takes being in contact for several
minutes and within 6 feet of somebody.” Taking precautions such as proper handwashing can help, Moline said.
“If you touch somebody’s hands, you wash your hands or use a hand sanitizer if you don’t have access to water,”
she said.

For more information about the Coronavirus, please visit the Center for
Disease Control’s website:

https://www.cde.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html



https://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/19472-coronavirus-outbreak-union-leaders-offer-resources-for-frontline-workers-push-for-federal-guidance
https://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/19472-coronavirus-outbreak-union-leaders-offer-resources-for-frontline-workers-push-for-federal-guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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Newsleggen
ADVERTISE IN OUR

NEWSLETTER

Promote YOUR COMPANY with an ad in our Quarterly Enviro-News Newsletter! The
Newsletter is posted to our website for greater visibility to potential clients! ALL proceeds from adver-
tising will go to the SDAEP Scholarship Program! With every ad purchase, your name,
company, and logo will be added to the Scholarship Sponsorship page. What a GREAT way to show off
your company and invest in the youth of South Dakota and their goal of higher education!

E— Business Card Ad—$88 per year
— 1/2 Page Ad—$280 per year
E— Full Page Ad—$440 per year

There are 2 ways to submit payment. You can pay by credit card through the SDAEP website (www.sdaep.org), or
you can send a check to:

SDAEP Newsletter
PO Box 88854
Sioux Falls, SD 57109

Please email your ad or business card to Melissa at sdaep@yahoo.com. We can also work with your marketing
department to create an ad that’s perfect for YOU!



http://www.sdaep.org
mailto:sdaep@yahoo.com
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2019-2020 SDAEP OFFICERS

President Gary Haag, South Zone Geologist, Black Hills National Forest
Telephone: (605) 673-9314 Email: ghaag@fs.fed.us

Vice President Colin Chatterton, City of Sioux Falls Environmental Division
Telephone: (605) 367-8282 Email: CChatterton@siouxfalls.org

Secretary Nick Lamkey, SD Geological Survey
Telephone: (605) 677-9323 Email: nick.lamkey@usd.edu

Treasurer Linda Watts, GeoTek Engineering & Testing Services, Inc.
Telephone: (605) 335-5512 Email: Iwatts@geotekeng.com

Director Bob Miller, Midcontinent Testing Laboratories
Telephone: (605) 348-0111 Email: bob@thechemistrylab.com

Director Brett Schutte, SD DENR Petroleum Release Compensation Fund
Telephone: (605) 995-8162 Email: brett.schutte@state.sd.us

Director Robert Prann, American Engineering & Testing, Inc.
Telephone: (605) 388-0029 Email: rprann@amengtest.com

SDAEP will consider all submittals for publishing in Enviro-News -
a vehicle to expand the collective knowledge of South Dakota’s environmental professionals.

Submittal deadlines are:
February 15, May 15, August 15, November 15
Please email your newsletter contributions to:
sdaep@yahoo.com
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